- Approved For Release 2007/04/17 : CIA-RDP99-00498R0Q01000B0003-3

!
Aviation Week & Space Technology, March 28, 1977 }

ARTICLE APPE Q
ON PAGE

o]

STAT

Agency.

Adm. Turner, former commandzr in chief of Allied Forces Southern Zurope, recently

( - ClA Director Sees Military Balance Eroding
" Washington— Military balance of power is “gradually eroding” in favor of the Soviet

Union as it seeks to compensate for economic, ideological and political weaknesses,
according to Adm. Stansfield Turner, new director of the Central Inteliigence

sald on a television program that the U.S. “can anc¢ will be able to redress that,

because again, I believe that the people of the United States are perco»v:ng this

nead.” -

- Stating that the Soviets “think in 19th Century power terms,” Adm. Turner said they
are attempting to compensate for other weaknesses “by building a military force that
they hope will weigh in the balance for them and gnve zhem compensanon for their

other shortcomings.”
“In turn,” he added, “ believe we must not let them take that advantage

Adm. Turner said the Soviet military buildup is an eifort to obtain political laverage

'so “they can, without necessarily having to go to war, gain an overail political
advantage.” He said the U. S. effort to counter the Soviet military buildup does not
" require a massive new military program, but calls for “enough resources and enough 3

- attention, enough interest into this to realize where we have to strengthen ourselves,”.
“ He said the U.S. must have a strong economnc posmon and a strong mtﬂlhgence

functxon to counteract the Soviet challenge. -

§_ o Adm. Turner said the CIA will closely monitor the Strateg«c ‘Arn'vvs anxtataon Talks "9

" (SALT) and will advise “whether we can verify what is agreed.” -

“That is one of the greatest contributions we're going to make,” he said, * he '

mgenunty of the mtelhgence commumty m bemg abla to let us go ahead wnh arms

negotiations.” - T

In another area, Adm Turner sand he does no! advocate an Of‘hc:al Secrets Act to.
“control the unauthorized flow of classified information from the CIA, but was

“amenable” to studying amendments to Ieglslat:on that would mcorporate cnmma!j,

( sanctions for information leaks. N

In addmon he said that despite several years of ‘_‘consxderable badgermg in the

- press,” the morale within the CIA is “quite good." " o ‘
" “It’s surprising that it's held up this well"” he said. o
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